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University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical faculty, Department for forestry, Večna pot 83, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia 
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miha.krofel@gmail.com, miha.krofel@bf.uni-lj.si

	
	miha.krofel.googlepages.com, www.researchgate.net/profile/Miha_Krofel 

ORCID: 0000-0002-2010-5219

	
	

	
	Sex Male | Date of birth 14/07/1982 | Nationality Slovenian 


	CURRENT POSITION
	assistant professor & leader of a research group


	WORK EXPERIENCE
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	2021-on-going

2013-on-going

2023-on-going

2022-on-going

2008-on-going

2014--on-going

2014-on-going

2019-on-going

2021-on-going

2005-2006
	Leader of a research group

Leading the Wildlife Ecology and Management Research Group at Dept. for forestry and renewable forest resources, Biotechnical Faculty, University of Ljubljana

Assistant professor

	
	Giving courses “Conservation management of endangered wildlife” at University of Ljubljana (Slovenia) and University of Porto (Portugal), and “Ecology of terrestrial ecosystems” at University of Primorska (Slovenia)

	
	Invited lecturer 
University of Porto, Portugal

Invited lecturer 
Oxford University, U.K.
Research Fellow 
Focused primarily on large carnivore ecology, behaviour and conservation

University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Dept. for forestry and renewable forest resources

Visiting scientist 

Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research (Germany) 

External collaborator

CIBIO/InBio, Research Center in Biodiversity and Genetic Resources, Conservation Genetics and Wildlife Management Research Group (Portugal)

Carnivore expert

IUCN Species Survival Commission, Cat Specialist Group
IUCN Species Survival Commission, Canid Specialist Group
IUCN Species Survival Commission, Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe

Collaborator 

Greater Etosha Carnivore Program (Namibia)
Wildlife researcher
University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Dept. for Biology

	
	


	EDUCATION AND TRAINING
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	2001-2006
2006

2006-2012

2012

2005

2007

2022

2013-ongoing


	Undergraduate study
University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Biology department
Graduation thesis
Predation and feeding habits of Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx) in Slovenian Dinaric mountains

Postgraduate study
University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Biology department 

PhD thesis
Predation-related interspecific interactions of Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx) in Northern Dinaric Mountains
Additional education and training

BIOTER Summer School in Ecology and Biodiversity organized by Mammalian Research Institute, Bialowieza, Poland; May 2005

Completed course »Human dimensions in natural resource management« given by prof. dr. sc. Alistair J. Bath from Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada 

Completed IUCN Red List Assessor Training organised by IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group
	

	
	

	
	Mentorship

I was supervisor in one completed PhD thesis (as main supervisor), 17 Master theses and 5 Bachelor theses. Currently I’m supervising 5 PhD students (3 of them as the main supervisor) and 5 MSc students. I have served as a reviewer of 6 PhD and 13 MSc and BSc theses at University of Ljubljana (Slovenia), University of Maribor (Slovenia), University of Porto (Portugal), University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna (Austria), University of South-eastern Norway (Norway), Lund University (Sweden), University of Bologna (Italy), University of Parma (Italy), Namibia University of Science and Technology (Namibia), and Nelson Mandela University (South Africa).



	PERSONAL SKILLS
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	Mother tongue(s)
	Slovenian

	
	

	Other language(s)
	UNDERSTANDING 
	SPEAKING 
	WRITING 

	
	Listening 
	Reading 
	Spoken interaction 
	Spoken production 
	

	English
German

Serbo-Croatian

Latin


	C2
B1

C1

A1
	C2
B2

C1

A2
	C2
B1

B1

A1
	C2
B1

B1

A1
	C2
B1

B1

A2


	Other skills
	· Wildlife photography
· Wildlife journalism

· Hunting licence


	Driving licence
	· B
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My bibliography includes 821 units, including 141 peer-reviewed scientific papers, 18 books or book chapters, and 81 scientific conference contributions, including 8 invited and 3 plenary lectures at international conferences. Google Scholar citations: 7710, h-index: 40 

Krofel, M., et al. 2025.  Communication behavior of the snow leopard (Panthera uncia): understanding marking-behavior patterns to optimize camera-trapping studies. – Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology (in press)

Di Bernardi, C. et al. 2025. Continuing recovery of wolves in Europe. – PLOS Sustainability and Transformation (in press)

Oliveira, T. et al. 2025. Ecological and intrinsic drivers of foraging parameters of Eurasian lynx across Europe. – Journal of Animal Ecology, 94: 154–167.

Premier, J. et al. 2025. Survival of Eurasian lynx in the human-dominated landscape of Europe. – Conservation Biology, e14439. 

Pazhenkova, E. et al. 2025. Genetic rescue of the Dinaric lynx population: insights for conservation from genetic monitoring and individual-based modelling. – Evolutionary Applications, 18:e70045.

LaBarge, L.R., Krofel, M., Allen, M.L., Hill, R.A., Welch, A.J., Allan, A.T.L. 2024. Keystone individuals - Linking Predator Traits to Community Ecology. – Trends in Ecology and Evolution, 3328.

Burton, A.C. et al. 2024. Mammal responses to global changes in human activity vary by trophic group and landscape. – Nature Ecology & Evolution, 8: 924-935. 

Čonč, Š., Oliveira, T., Belotti, E., Bufka, L., Černe, R., Heurich, M., Breg, M., Krofel, M. 2024. Revealing functional responses in habitat selection of rocky features and rugged terrain by Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx) using LiDAR data. – Landscape Ecology, 39: 121. 
Stefanović, M. et al. 2024. Range-wide phylogeography of the golden jackals (Canis aureus) reveals multiple sources of recent spatial expansion and admixture with dogs at the expansion front. – Biological Conservation, 290: 110448.
Tucker, M. et al. 2023. Behavioral responses of terrestrial mammals to COVID-19 lockdowns. – Science, 380: 1059-1064. 

Oliveira, T., Rodriguez-Recio, M., Černe, R., Krofel, M. 2023. High risk, high reward? Influence of experience level in the selection or avoidance of artificial feeding sites by Eurasian lynx. – Global Ecology and Conservation, e02529.
Oeser et al. 2023. Prerequisites for coexistence: human pressure and refuge habitat availability shape continental-scale habitat use patterns of a large carnivore. – Landscape Ecology, 38: 1713–1728. doi: 10.1007/s10980-023-01645-7

Oliveira, T., Carricondo, D., Mattisson, J., Vogt, K., Corradini, A., Linnell, J. D. C., Odden, J., Heurich, M., Recio, M.R., Krofel, M. 2023. Predicting kill sites of an apex predator from GPS data in different multi-prey systems. – Ecological Applications, 33(2): e2778.
Burgos, T., et al. 2023. Top-down and bottom-up effects modulate species co-existence in a context of top predator restoration. – Scientific Reports, 13: 4170. 

Thomas, S. et al. 2023. Evaluating the performance of conservation translocations in large carnivores across the world. – Biological Conservation, 279: 109909. 

Fležar, U., et al. 2023. Using heterogeneous camera-trapping sites to obtain the first density estimates for the transboundary Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx) population in the Dinaric Mountains. – Biodiversity and Conservation, 32: 3199–3216.
Krofel, M., Hočevar, L., Fležar, U., Topličanec, I., Oliveira, T. 2022. Golden jackal as a new kleptoparasite for Eurasian lynx in Europe. – Global Ecology and Conservation, 36: e02116. 

Broekman, M.J.E., et al. 2022. Evaluating expert-based habitat suitability information of terrestrial mammals with GPS-tracking data. – Global Ecology and Biogeography, 31:1526–1541

Krofel, M., et al. 2022. Towards resolving taxonomic uncertainties in wolf, dog and jackal lineages of Africa, Eurasia and Australasia. – Journal of Zoology, 316: 155– 168. doi: 10.1111/jzo.12946

Salvatori, M., Oberosler, V., Augugliaro, C., Krofel, M., Rovero, F. 2022. Effects of free-ranging livestock on occurrence and inter-specific interactions of a mammalian community. – Ecological Applications, e2644. doi: 10.1002/eap.2644.

Ripari, L. et al. 2022. Human disturbance is the most limiting factor driving habitat selection of a large carnivore throughout Continental Europe. – Biological Conservation, 266: 109446. doi: 10.1016/j.biocon.2021.109446

Sebastián-González, E. et al. 2021. Functional traits driving species role in the structure of terrestrial vertebrate scavenger networks. – Ecology, 102: e03519. 
Hočevar, L., Oliveira, T., Krofel, M. 2021. Felid bedrooms with a panoramic view: selection of resting sites by Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx) in a karstic landscape. – Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology, 75: 34. 

Allen, M.L., Sibarani, M.C., Krofel, M. 2021. Predicting preferred prey of Sumatran tigers (Panthera tigris sumatrae) via spatiotemporal overlap. – Oryx, 55: 197-203. 
Salvatori, M., et al. 2021. Co-occurrence of snow leopard, wolf and Siberian ibex under livestock encroachment into protected areas in the Mongolian Altai. – Biological Conservation, 261: 109294.
Cimatti, M. et al. 2021. Large carnivore expansion in Europe is associated with human population density and land cover changes. – Diversity and Distributions, 27: 602– 617. 

Melzheimer, J., et al. 2020. Communication hubs of an asocial cat are the source of a human-carnivore conflict and key to its solution. – Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 202002487.
Sebastián-González, E. et al. 2019. Scavenging in the Anthropocene: human impact drives vertebrate scavenger species richness at a global scale. – Global Change Biology 25: 3005–3017.
Van Eeden et al. 2018 Carnivore conservation needs evidence-based livestock protection. – PLoS Biology, 16(9): e2005577.

Newsome, T.M., et al. 2017. Top predators constrain mesopredator distributions. – Nature Communications, 8: 15469. 

Penteriani, V. et al. 2017. Consequences of brown bear viewing tourism: a review. – Biological Conservation, 206: 169-180. 

Ćirović, D., Penezić, A., Krofel, M. 2016. Jackals as cleaners: Ecosystem services provided by a mesocarnivore in human-dominated landscapes. – Biological Conservation, 199: 51-55.  

Krofel, M. et al. 2015. Hunted carnivores at outsized risk. – Science, 350: 518-519.
Chapron G. et al. 2014. Recovery of large carnivores in Europe’s modern human-dominated landscapes. – Science, 346: 1517-1519.



	Projects, honours and awards

Memberships


	· Eurasian lynx telemetry project (UNI LJ; 2002-2005)

· Cheetah Research Project in Namibia (IZW; 2005-on-going)

· INTERREG “DinaRis” conservation project on Eurasian lynx in Dinaric Mountains (UNI LJ; 2006-2008)

· Gray wolf telemetry project in Croatia (University of Zagreb; 2007-2009)

· Research project “Raven in Slovenia and conflicts with small livestock” (Slovenian National Institute for Biology; 2008-2009)

· Applied Project “Spatio-population dynamic of wildlife in Slovenian forests as a consequence of climate changes” (UNI LJ; 2008-2010) 

· Brown Bear Telemetry Project on human-bear conflicts (UNI LJ; 2008-2011) 

· 7th Framework program project HUNTing for sustainability (UNI LJ; 2009-2012)

· Red deer telemetry project (UNI LJ; 2010-2012)

· *LIFE+ “SloWolf” conservation project on gray wolves in Slovenia (UNI LJ; 2010-2013)

· “ClimaParks” Alpine chamois telemetry project (UNI LJ; 2012-2013)

· IBA Experience and Exchange Grant – brown bear conflict mitigation Slovenia-Montana, U.S. (UNI LJ; 2013)

· Pahernik foundation research grant for project “Study of effects of brown bear supplemental feeding in forest landscapes” (UNI LJ; 2013-2016)

· Namibian Environment & Wildlife Society Grant for project "Transfer of new approaches to survey black-backed jackals in western Kalahari" (2014)

· Leopard Research Project in Namibia (IZW; 2014-2015)

· LIFE DinAlp Bear - Population level management and conservation of brown bears in northern Dinaric Mountains and the Alps (UNI LJ; 2014-2019)

· Award for top 25 papers ever published in Science (journal Science, 2015)

· Snow Leopard Research Project in Altai, Mongolia (MUSE; 2017-ongoing)

· LIFE Lynx - Preventing the extinction of the Dinaric-SE Alpine lynx population through reinforcement and long-term conservation (UNI-LJ; 2017-ongoing)

· Award “Excellence in Science” (Slovenia Research Agency; 2017)

· LIFE award for 15 best projects, selected among 4489 projects (European Commission, 2018)

· *LIFE WolfAlps EU (UNI LJ; 2019-ongoing)

· InterMuc Project: Insight into inter- and intra-specific interactions among wild felid species in Europe and Africa (UNI LJ; 2019-2023)

· Horizon Europe Framework Programme MSCA: LYNXONTHEMOVE (Supervisor for HORIZON-MSCA-2021-PF-01-01 - MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowship; 2022-ongoing)

· Prometheus in Science Award for Excellence in Communication (Slovenian Science Foundation, 2022)
· ExtremePredator Project: Revealing ecological roles of apex predators in extreme environments (UNI LJ; 2023-ongoing)
· *LIFE Varna paša (UNI LJ; 2024-ongoing)

* projects marked with asterisk included efforts to prevent wolf-caused livestock depredations (lethal or non-lethal) or their evaluations
· IUCN Species Survival Commission (Cat Specialist Group, Canid Specialist Group, Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe)
· Greater Etosha Carnivore Programme

· Snow Leopard Network

· SCALP - Status and Conservation of the Alpine Lynx Population

· EuroLynx network
· EuroWildcat network
· AfriMove network
· Slovenian National Large Carnivore Management Committee at Ministry for Agriculture and Environment

· Dinaricum – Society for research, conservation and sustainable development of Dinaric Mountains

· Društvo za opazovanje in propučevanje ptic Slovenije – BirdLife Slovenia

· Societas Herpetologica Slovenica

· Slovenska matica
· Borovnica hunting club
Note: In none of the NGOs, where I am a member, do I have a leadership role.
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