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Opposition to Anti-ESA Bills H.R. 180 and H.R.
4033

The sign-on letter (see text in email attachment) expresses group opposition to
two anti-ESA bills (H.R. 180 and H.R. 4033), which are the subject of a HNR WWF
subcommittee hearing on Tuesday, July 22nd, 2025 (7/22/25).

H.R. 180, the "Endangered Species Transparency and Reasonableness Act"
(McClintock R-CA) would subvert the ESA’s bedrock requirement that listing decisions
be based on sound science by simply declaring that all information submitted by
state, tribal or county governments must be considered as the best scientific and
commercial data available, irrespective of its actual merit. Under this provision,
information of any quality provided by state, tribal, and county governments — even
data that are flatly wrong — would be presumed equivalent, if not superior, to peer-
reviewed research.

H.R. 4033, the "Sturgeon Conservation and Sustainability Act" (Fine R-FL) removes
ESA protections for captive sturgeon. Sturgeon hatcheries for listed species such as
the pallid sturgeon and the Gulf sturgeon are critically important to recovery of those
species. This unnecessary bill would remove the Services’ ability to make necessary,
science-based decisions for captive sturgeon populations that support recovery of
wild populations.

Please join the group effort to protect the ESA and the species it safeguards against
these awful bills. The deadline is COB Thursday, July 17th (7/17/25).

Reach out to Cassie Ferri (cferri@defenders.org) or Mary Beth Beetham
(mbeetham@defenders.org) with any questions.
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1. Organization *

Enter your answer

2. Name *

Note: Only organizations will be listed on the letter. We are collecting your
contact information in case we need to contact you concerning this letter or
related issues. Your data will be processed in accordance with Defenders of
Wildlife's Privacy Policy: https://defenders.org/defenders-wildlife-privacy-policy

Enter your answer

3. Job Title *

Enter your answer

4. Email *

Enter your answer

5. Are you authorized to sign onto this letter on behalf of your organization? *
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