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Killing predators such as wolves, mountain lions — —
and bears to protect livestock may have intuitive
appeal, but a review of multiple studies published
Friday shows little or no scientific support that it
actually reduces livestock losses. In fact, in some
cases it even leads to increases in livestock loss, the
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nonprofit Center for Biological Diversity stated in a «== |daho Mountain
news release. Express shared a link.
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These conclusions directly counter the reasoning
behind the common practice of killing predators in
response to livestock depredations, as carried out by
the federal Wildlife Services.

“This study shows that not only is Wildlife
Services’ annual killing of tens of thousands of
wolves, coyotes, bears, bobcats, cougars and other
animals unconscionable, it’s also ineffective,” said

Valley mourns ski, o...

Michael Robinson of the Center for Biological Wood River Valley residents an...
Diversity. “Our government should ground the aerial MTEXPRESS.COM
= 5 : snipers, pull the poisons and remove the steel
Creative Outlet photo leghold traps in response to these findings.”
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Studies done in North America and Europe concluded that killing

predators, such as wolves, does not reduce livestock losses. The unexpected finding that carnivore killings can
increase depredations is likely based on disruption
of the predators’ social dynamics, the organization =z |daho Mountain
stated. By removing dominant animals that maintain Exoress shared a link

large territories, these killings release subadult animals that are less-skilled hunters and thus more likely to
target domestic animals.

The new review, “Predator Control Should Not Be a Shot in the Dark”—published in one of the world’s top
scientific journals, Frontiers of Ecology and the Environment—evaluated the methods in 24 previous studies
of responses to predation on livestock and catalogued them according to their adherence to the scientific
method.

The review found few studies that met accepted standards for scientific evidence. Half of the evaluated
studies—conducted in North America and Europe—did not follow an experimental design that included
control (non-manipulated) herds of livestock and other standard scientific safeguards to exclude the effects
of bias in sampling, treatment, measurement or reporting. However, the review found 12 studies that were
conducted according to the scientific method. Most of the tests of lethal methods showed no effect or
unexpected increases in livestock deaths. Nonlethal methods were found to be safer and more effective.


http://www.mtexpress.com/site/about.html
http://www.mtexpress.com/site/contact.html
http://www.mtexpress.com/site/services/
http://www.mtexpress.com/eedition/
javascript:void(0)
https://www.mtexpress.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/news/environment/study-killing-predators-doesn-t-cut-livestock-losses/article_d936df74-747b-11e6-99f5-03b6697bf924.html
http://www.mtexpress.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_news/
http://www.mtexpress.com/eedition
http://www.mtexpress.com/
http://www.mtexpress.com/news/
http://www.mtexpress.com/wood_river_journal/
http://www.mtexpress.com/sports/
http://www.mtexpress.com/opinion/
http://www.mtexpress.com/arts_and_events/
http://www.mtexpress.com/calendar/
http://www.mtexpress.com/obituaries/
javascript:void(window.open('http://classified.mtexpress.com/showads'));
http://www.mtexpress.com/site/advertise.html
http://www.mtexpress.com/area_guides/
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.mtexpress.com/site/real_estate_guide.html'));
http://www.mtexpress.com/site/contact.html
http://www.mtexpress.com/weather?zipcode=83353
http://www.mtexpress.com/weather?zipcode=83353
http://www.mtexpress.com/weather?zipcode=83353
http://www.mtexpress.com/
http://www.mtexpress.com/news/
http://www.mtexpress.com/news/environment/
http://www.mtexpress.com/news/environment/study-killing-predators-doesn-t-cut-livestock-losses/article_d936df74-747b-11e6-99f5-03b6697bf924.html?mode=story
http://www.mtexpress.com/news/environment/study-killing-predators-doesn-t-cut-livestock-losses/article_d936df74-747b-11e6-99f5-03b6697bf924.html#user-comment-area
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mtexpress.com%2Fnews%2Fenvironment%2Fstudy-killing-predators-doesn-t-cut-livestock-losses%2Farticle_d936df74-747b-11e6-99f5-03b6697bf924.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&related=IdahoMtExpress%2CIdahoMtExpress&text=Study%3A%20Killing%20predators%20doesn%E2%80%99t%20cut%20livestock%20losses&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mtexpress.com%2Fnews%2Fenvironment%2Fstudy-killing-predators-doesn-t-cut-livestock-losses%2Farticle_d936df74-747b-11e6-99f5-03b6697bf924.html%23.V9BoTlRCcK4.twitter&via=IdahoMtExpress
http://www.mtexpress.com/news/environment/study-killing-predators-doesn-t-cut-livestock-losses/article_d936df74-747b-11e6-99f5-03b6697bf924.html?mode=print
http://www.mtexpress.com/news/environment/study-killing-predators-doesn-t-cut-livestock-losses/article_d936df74-747b-11e6-99f5-03b6697bf924.html#user-comment-area
javascript:void(0)
http://www.mtexpress.com/users/profile/Greg%20Moore
http://www.mtexpress.com/users/profile/Greg%20Moore
http://www.mtexpress.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_news/
https://www.facebook.com/albina.bee.9
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009266027475
https://www.facebook.com/lisavselzer
https://www.facebook.com/pkives
https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.klepser.9
https://www.facebook.com/wanda.lombardi
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/?ref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/posts/10153861617042997
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/posts/10153861617042997
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMountainExpress%2Fposts%2F10153861617042997&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=page
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/posts/10153861617042997
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mtexpress.com%2Fnews%2Fblaine_county%2Fvalley-mourns-ski-outdoor-enthusiast%2Farticle_617da6d8-7486-11e6-be1e-ebbc72bb0669.html&h=SAQFnjXXK&enc=AZPlsV-hB971FQjP-SKgRl8CuDM_8HEZQ1EzCLgEIgdsoVShgkZzOSbXEuzIReVCM7MBXXmXqavXx0d2P8pVy_WzZiaza-UKMjxWJUTNflz_RnQdVD_I08STadX5C9ZmBq1Z56nTtZ9Neq92R8SXTBEGZOQPQRMtHWad6uDsqp8BB4LttOeYc5fwsU32DSoBm--dmZDta8Ai06vpJU04wieG&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mtexpress.com%2Fnews%2Fblaine_county%2Fvalley-mourns-ski-outdoor-enthusiast%2Farticle_617da6d8-7486-11e6-be1e-ebbc72bb0669.html&h=NAQHY5GHsAQENzpnW6b_l_BV19dS9AKY8d_VtM1S-768zjA&enc=AZM8kDHQ0qEDtvy2t969kr71tY7dE6mHcH7rGVIMn8ynYlN-IxkFMaShLNjGNW8ojemi0LyYV0_QbZG0rA0hmLfB3g6AVAM0bySlTuw7TCP8w152_jV_Zc5pzV1SxycfophG0WXSn9Lv69lp2EvaqkLdl_xpgzT6zmEoCKmSSz0CiEbla5gfTwtOdbnm1oYFxk00usOx3V45h77r8NQCc9Zg&s=1
http://www.mtexpress.com/news/blaine_county/valley-mourns-ski-outdoor-enthusiast/article_617da6d8-7486-11e6-be1e-ebbc72bb0669.html
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/?ref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/posts/10153861614582997
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/
https://www.facebook.com/MountainExpress/
http://www.mtexpress.com/news/environment/study-killing-predators-doesn-t-cut-livestock-losses/article_d936df74-747b-11e6-99f5-03b6697bf924.html?mode=image&photo=0

Two of the studies that used sound methods found that nonlethal measures, specifically guard dogs and )t s 4o (SRS —— )
fladry (ribbons attached to fences to scare predators away from lambing pastures), were effective at S Vol riviems o ID;QH:D. Ml(.]UNTlAIN ' Po—

deterring livestock depredations. i LI
Uer colstrales i |
fa—

The study was conducted by Adrian Treves of the University of Wisconsin, Miha Krofel of the University Eanciaies shrd
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