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A study is calling into question the accuracy of the
science used to support predator control practices
around the world.

Published in the journal Frontiers in Ecology and the
Environment, the study dubbed ‘Predator control
should not be a shot in the dark’ reviewed much of
the available published literature on both lethal and
non-lethal predator control methods. The authors
found that “predator control methods to prevent
livestock loss have rarely been subject to rigorous
tests using the ‘gold standard'’ for scientific
inference.”

The gold, silver, and bronze standard monikers, as well as the scrutiny with which the methodology was
reviewed, were taken from the stringent science of biomedical research, said lead author Dr. Adrian Treves
in a yet-to-be-published interview with Defender Radlio.

“We basically asked, ‘what's the state of the science right now? What do we know, what don't we know? We
brought it all together in one place and summarized it. We wanted to apply accepted standards... we
borrowed from the clinical trials in biomedical research for that and used the terms gold standard and
silver standard as shorthand because we knew we needed to communicate this to policy makers and the
public and journalists in a way that could be done efficiently.”

The upsetting results indicate that much of the available science used to support lethal control of predators
to decrease depredation is significantly flawed - and the studies that were not flawed were silver standard
only. In those cases, the data actually shows lethal control increased depredation. As a result of the study,
which can be read in its entirety at Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, Treves and his team are
calling for two significant changes.

Shop Contact Us

THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE

PROTECTIO

of Fur-Bearing Anim

Blog f »

EVENTS JOIN US > DONATE <

TAGS

#MakeFurHistory, action,
advocacy, AIHTS, Alberta,
Aleutian, animal, attack, Bald
Eagle, ban, bat, BC, BC coexist,
bear, bears, Beaver, Beaver
Blotter, bird, bison, bobcat, book,
bounty, Brad Gates, British
Columbia, BSL, by-law, bylaw, C-
246, C246, California, Canada,
Canada Goose, caribou,
carnivore, Casavant, cat, cat fur,
Cecil, celebrity, Charity, China,
Christmas, classroom, climate
change, CO, Co-exist, coexist,
column, compassion, conference,
Conflict, Conibear, conservation,
Conservation Officer, Cougar,
coyote, coyote, cruelty, cubs, cull,
dam, deer, Defender Radio, dog,
donate, donation, drone, ecology,
economy, ecosystem, education,
Election 2015, elk, Endangered,
environment, ethics, Europe,
event, evolution, facts, farm,
fashion, faux fur, feeding, First
Nations, fisher, flow device, Fox,
fundraise, Fundraiser, fur, Fur
Council of Canada, fur farm, fur
free, fur prices, fur trade, fur trim,
fur-bearing animals, fur-free,
furfree, garden, George, glue
trap, goat, government, green,


http://thefurbearers.com/
javascript:void(0);
http://thefurbearers.com/about-us
http://thefurbearers.com/media-centre/news-releases
http://thefurbearers.com/products
http://thefurbearers.com/contact
http://thefurbearers.com/blog
https://www.facebook.com/FURfree
https://twitter.com/Furbearers
http://thefurbearers.com/
http://thefurbearers.com/blog
http://www.frontiersinecology.org/fron/
http://www.frontiersinecology.org/fron/
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/530
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/306
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/382
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/211
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/493
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/537
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/422
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/321
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/124
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/218
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/247
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/80
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/510
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/92
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/501
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/83
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/165
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/491
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/554
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/198
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/374
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/272
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/105
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/156
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/565
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/207
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/547
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/553
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/549
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/567
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/310
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/135
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/223
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/416
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/503
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/145
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/148
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/507
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/220
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/167
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/172
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/515
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/350
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/333
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/504
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/188
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/160
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/506
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/290
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/384
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/138
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/441
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/90
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/282
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/280
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/136
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/450
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/164
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/559
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/98
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/84
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/495
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/75
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/127
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/394
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/241
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/498
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/200
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/96
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/246
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/194
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/444
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/499
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/397
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/233
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/523
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/538
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/512
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/466
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/568
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/533
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/195
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/351
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/231
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/308
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/497
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/316
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/169
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/532
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/154
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/102
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/337
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/146
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/556
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/186
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/111
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/137
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/434
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/181
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/563
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/494
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/362
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/341
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/560
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/240
http://thefurbearers.com/blog/tags/203
http://furb.convio.net/site/Donation2?1400.donation=form1&df_id=1400
http://thefurbearers.com/join-us
http://thefurbearers.com/living-with-wildlife-annual-conference
http://thefurbearers.com/faq
http://thefurbearers.com/what-we-do
http://thefurbearers.com/

“What we're hoping is that by calling for a higher standard of evidence used by the researchers to start
with, we're going to push the needle even further,” Treves said. “If the journals, the peer reviewers and the
other scientists studying this become aware that their paper may be classified as silver standard if they
don't try hard enough, or if they do try hard they can get the gold standard. We're not setting up
certification, but we are setting up guidelines that we hope journals can follow.”

The team is also calling for a suspension of “lethal predator control methods that do not currently have
rigorous evidence for functional effectiveness in preventing livestock loss until gold-standard tests are
completed.”

Treves is also prepared for a wave of negative response due to his study.

“| expect blowback, in fact, | expect reprisal. It wouldn't be the first time where our conclusions didn't sit
with the status quo, the establishment position, or government policy, and we suffer as a result,” Treves
told Defender Radio. “We lose grants, we lose career advancement opportunities, in some terrible cases we
lose colleagues and friends. The public is best served by the system of academic freedom that gives
scientists complete independence from reprisals, from concerns about their salary or the safety of their
tenure. Especially that science which is feeding into programs where tax payers are paying for it; especially
science where wildlife, which are a public trust asset, are benefited or harmed by potentially by the actions.
Under those circumstances the public should be crying out for independent science. That's the only
guarantee we can get the best evidence. | expect blowback, but it's worth it to speak truth to the broader
public.”

Join The Fur-Bearers today and help us provide alternatives to fur and non-lethal solutions to wildlife
conflict. We receive no government funding and rely entirely on donations from supporters like you. To
become a monthly donor (for as little as $5/month - the cost of a single latte) please click here and help us
save lives today.
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