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Study: Legal wolf culling
increases intolerance and illegal
Killing

May 12,2016

Allowing the culling or hunting of wolves is substantially more likely
to increase poaching, or illegal killing, than to reduce it, suggests new
research by UW-Madison Associate Professor of Environmental
Studies Adrian Treves and Guillaume Chapron of the Swedish
University of Agricultural Sciences.

The researchers studied changes in wolf policies in Wisconsin and
Michigan between 1995 and 2012, when the federal status of wolves
changed 12 times and culling was alternately allowed and banned in
the two states. The co-authors found that the repeated policy signal to
allow state culling triggered slowdowns in wolf population growth,
most likely caused by poaching, they infer. The findings were
published May 11 in the journal Proceedings of the Royal Society B.

The study is the first quantitative evaluation of a dominant theory in
wildlife conservation: that liberalizing culling will reduce poaching
and improve the population status of an endangered carnivore. Rather,
the researchers conclude, granting local authorities management


http://nelson.wisc.edu/news/index.php
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1830/20152939

flexibility for endangered species to address illegal behavior may
instead promote such behavior.

“Each time the state had the authority to cull wolves, we found a
decrease in the population growth of wolves,” Treves told the
Madison-based Isthmus.

The co-authors reason that when the government kills a protected
species, the perceived value of each individual of that species may
decline. Liberalizing wolf culling may have sent a negative message
about the value of wolves or the acceptability of poaching, they
suggest.

“If the government lowers the value of wolves with high quotas, low
fees and a disrespect for the species, poachers may kill more wolves
than they have in the past,” the co-authors said in a fact sheet.
“Moreover, if hunting is designed in a way that facilitates poaching,
the government signal will be loud and clear: We are not enforcing
anti-poaching laws, and we do not value wolves.”

Chapron produced a short video illustrating the results of the study.
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The findings, which could carry relevance for several current wildlife
policy interventions, have received extensive media coverage,
including:

Is hunting really a conservation tool? A new UW-Madison study
upends central notion about predator management (Isthmus)
Legal culls don’t buy goodwill for wolves (Science)

Study Casts Doubt on Theory That Legal Hunting Reduces
Poaching (The New York Times)

Do legal hunts encourage the poaching they're meant to preempt?
(The Christian Science Monitor

When the Government Kills Wolves, the Public May Follow Suit
(National Geographic)

Watch kids’ toys explain why killing wolves might be a bad idea
(The Washington Post)

Does Culling Actually Encourage Poaching Of Endangered
Species? (Forbes)

As founder and director of the Carnivore Coexistence [.ab in the
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Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies, Treves examines spatial
patterns of conflicts with carnivores and human responses to these
conflicts. He has previously studied the inclination to illegally kill
wolves in Wisconsin, changes in attitudes toward wolves before and
after an inaugural public hunting and trapping season in the state, and
how to balance human needs with predator conservation.

In Wisconsin, gray wolves were legally hunted and trapped from 2012
to 2014 before the animals were relisted as a federally endangered
species.

Related:

e Inclination to illegally kill wolves persists in Wisconsin, study
finds

e Tolerance of wolves in Wisconsin continues to decline

o Treves receives Fulbright Award to study predator conservation

CONTACT US:

Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies
122 Science Hall

550 North Park St.

Madison, WI 53706

(608) 265-5296
information@nelson.wisc.edu

ABOUT NELSON

Partnerships
Nelson Legacy



http://nelson.wisc.edu/news/story.php?story=2284
http://nelson.wisc.edu/news/story.php?story=2237
http://nelson.wisc.edu/news/story.php?story=1857
http://nelson.wisc.edu/news/story.php?story=2284
http://nelson.wisc.edu/news/story.php?story=2237
http://nelson.wisc.edu/news/story.php?story=1857
tel:608-265-5296
mailto:information@nelson.wisc.edu
http://nelson.wisc.edu/about/index.php
http://nelson.wisc.edu/about/partnerships.php
http://nelson.wisc.edu/about/nelson-legacy.php
http://nelson.wisc.edu/people/faculty.php

Directory
Support Nelson

INFORMATION FOR:

Prospective Undergraduate Students
Prospective Graduate Students
Alumni

Job Seekers

Media

Copyright © 2016 The Board of Regents of the University of
Wisconsin System. Feedback, questions or accessibility issues:
webmaster @nelson.wisc.edu



http://nelson.wisc.edu/people/faculty.php
http://nelson.wisc.edu/support.php
http://nelson.wisc.edu/undergraduate/index.php
http://nelson.wisc.edu/graduate/prospective/index.php
http://nelson.wisc.edu/alumni/index.php
http://nelson.wisc.edu/jobs/index.php
http://nelson.wisc.edu/media.php
http://wisc.edu/
mailto:webmaster@nelson.wisc.edu

