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Study debunks theory that killing predators reduces livestock losses

Subscr
save o

Thursday, 15 September 2016 10:39  Written by Eric Tegethoff fontsize — <+ Print Email

Killing predators such as wolves, mountain lions and bears in order to protect livestock may have
intuitive appeal, but a rigorous review of multiple studies that was published today shows little or
no scientific support that it actually reduces livestock losses. In fact, in some cases it even leads
to increases in livestock loss. These conclusions directly counter the reasoning behind the
common practice of killing predators in response to livestock depredations — as carried out by

the federal program, Wildlife Services, and many state game agencies.

“This study shows that not only is Wildlife Services’ annual killing of tens of thousands of wolves,
coyotes, bears, bobcats, cougars and other animals unconscionable — it’s also ineffective,” said
Michael Robinson of the Center for Biological Diversity. “Our government should ground the

aerial snipers, pull the poisons and remove the steel leghold traps in response to these findings.”

The unexpected finding that carnivore killings can increase depredations is likely based on
disruption of the predators’ social dynamics — namely, by removing dominant animals that
maintain large territories, these killings release sub-adult animals that are less-skilled hunters

and thus more likely to target domestic animals.

The new review, “Predator Control Should Not Be a Shot in the Dark” — published in one of the
world’s top scientific journals, Frontiers of Ecology and the Environment — evaluated the
methods in 24 previous studies of responses to predation on livestock and catalogued them

according to their adherence to the scientific method.
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The review found few studies that met accepted standards for scientific evidence. Half of the

evaluated studies — conducted in North America and Europe — did not follow an experimental
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However, the review found 12 studies that were conducted according to the scientific method.

Most of the tests of lethal methods showed no effect or unexpected increases in livestock

deaths. Non-lethal methods were found to be safer and more effective.

Two of the studies that used sound methods found that non-lethal measures, specifically guard
dogs and fladry (ribbons attached to fences to scare predators away from lambing pastures),

were effective at deterring livestock depredations.

The study was conducted by Adrian Treves of the University of Wisconsin, Miha Krofel of the
University of Ljubljana in Slovenia, and Jeanine McManus of the University of Witwatersrand in
South Africa.

L et P TR

More in this category: « Field Carrier Landing Practice at NAS Whidbey for week of Sept. 11-17, 2016

Leave a comment

Make sure you enter all the required information, indicated by an asterisk (*). HTML code is not allowed.

Message *


https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fsanjuanislander.com%2Fnews-articles%2Fgovernment-news%2Ffederal%2F22892%2Fstudy-debunks-theory-that-killing-predators-reduces-livestock-losses&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Study%20debunks%20theory%20that%20killing%20predators%20reduces%20livestock%20losses&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsanjuanislander.com%2Fnews-articles%2Fgovernment-news%2Ffederal%2F22892%2Fstudy-debunks-theory-that-killing-predators-reduces-livestock-losses
http://sanjuanislander.com/news-articles/government-news/federal/22836/field-carrier-landing-practice-at-nas-whidbey-for-week-of-sept-11-17-2016
http://sanjuanislander.com/

enter your message here...

San Juan

ISLANDER

Name *

enter your name...

Email *

enter your e-mail address...

Website URL

enter your site URL...

Submit comment

back to top

GOOGLE SEARCH


http://sanjuanislander.com/

CSNVERSE

VANS

"OFF THE WALL"


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C18VFva3bV9aiGe6FzAab96DwCa-rzdxGlJGz4csD18eivcABEAEgztGoA2DCBaABzMrHuAPIAQOpAkWAgwH7FoQ-qAMByAPBBKoE8wFP0K6DY94M6Csq7OdcKgRhpnYO0VuLgBEGcOfE18GXsGIQ4IDupZYPXGr1fH-KYozF0rUXIRgrCZmvuoTzu73cqyOrltm1AjUwQv_n-1xV30Zk9NRXO1KYuQeMd0ASzA72atbyCnndd3XknDwSwu_yR_USzim_qtAXnyllYp5nRfxdJsS2qnvrchSCgPtjVbBaEhcvgjz6jCWWwI0iB3ggsJtlxUWB2r8ltbMJbDrPaSDatB9WR1IYZ439_t9HvpAe3l57GfGEwg1490D4pHWuPGOFVmgTGksM3DuyB64-9jK7ReZlbvweZVqDMnSals8BUnWIBgGgBgOAB5y1uEeoB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoOfzdz3Z9V8DC3byZzGVBMQ&sig=AOD64_2resGuMY1W4Ecz3K-KfN5e-2cQGA&client=ca-pub-4432411708515932&adurl=https://shoebedo.com/sl/
http://sanjuanislander.com/

Protistrup za
smrcanje

S strani laringologov
patentirana formula omili
smrcanje. Omogoca
prespati mirno noc.

Poskusite >>

News About Contacts Privacy Policy Site Map US & World News websites Washington State Ferries info abc Real Estate

Birthday Calendar
Copyright 1999-2016 San Juan Islander. All rights reserved


http://sanjuanislander.com/news-articles
http://sanjuanislander.com/about
http://sanjuanislander.com/contacts
http://sanjuanislander.com/privacy-policy
http://sanjuanislander.com/site-map
http://sanjuanislander.com/us-world-news
http://sanjuanislander.com/wsf-info
http://sanjuanislander.com/deer-harbor-hamlet-plan
http://sanjuanislander.com/real-estate-in-san-juan-county
http://sanjuanislander.com/birthday-calendar
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CoypMvq3bV8vfGcjFzAbL6bnoDMr4ytxG75HHkbQDz8iivcABEAEgztGoA2DCBaABw9qjoQPIAQKpAobYCczpbJE-qAMByAPBBKoE8QFP0CeIZ-xREuHmk0HVJhYYMLJkHYhwumQ3pXCjJOZHpX5BsiokYEuUOmbYmxy_AD9g1tVGcFju2XwoszwfC32EQJejhSA_kcYZVwhI2MWF2JfHS-WDbEZPOZco-S8I1LwytGUhpUdKYwR_tjDgE_9-FIAk5i12KKnqkJuePKH18PKIYIHtOuMMURRXsdrY3UeupfNxl0Z0gkvIdm8XsIOQkv-RcBeeCiUz5JHdoBBvRZAr70FJlOQLPZd-sP_1mnAHWLai2yD3BQPQwytGqC0IDeYfvTp_pOpHVKbgPuPWQcalfj17edjmegV5-iR_NvDTiAYBoAYCgAelpdxeqAeBxhuoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoBjo1scNX7bSaavSxi0Hmww&sig=AOD64_0x-6FUnfFw3PtJoLyuloPFrg2kHA&client=ca-pub-4432411708515932&adurl=http://herbasnorex-spanja.eu/%3Fl%3Dsi%26aid%3D13282%26ac%3Dadw_chrapanie_zaintGDNT%26cid%3D104549659860
http://sanjuanislander.com/

