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Adrian Treves argues that policymakers should suspend predator
management programs that aren’t backed by rigorous evidence

by Rachel Tilseth on September 7, 2016 in Uncategorized Leave a Comment

A new study, however, claims that much of the research underpinning that common sense notion is
flawed—and that the science of predator control needs a methodological overhaul. Adrian Treves, a
conservation biologist at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and his colleagues examined more than
100 peer-reviewed studies, searching for ones that randomized some by removing or deterring
predators while leaving others untouched. Not a single experiment in which predators were killed has
ever successfully applied this randomized controlled design, they reported 1 September in Frontiers in
Ecology and the Environment. “Lethal control methods need to be subjected to the same gold standard

of science as anything else,” Treves says. He argues that policymakers should suspend predator

management programs that aren’t backed by rigorous evidence. To read more: Source Science
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ABOUT RACHEL TILSETH

Rachel Tilseth is the founder of Wolves of Douglas County Wisconsin, a wolf advocacy
site, first started in the summer of 2012 for the purpose of getting dogs out of the wolf
hunt. Rachel Tilseth has been involved with WI's Wolf Recovery Program in one way or
another since 1991. Tilseth was a Volunteer WDNR Winter/Wolf tracker from 2000-
present. Rachel is an artist, blogger and educator living in the heart of wolf country in
northern Wisconsin.
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