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Study finds lethal

. ,-,;,methods:tj .
 control wolves
is ineffective

 From Staff Reports

d the ﬁmversxw of Wls%:
consin shows the current
practice of killing wolves to
protect livestock has done

_ more harm than good.
. “The Michigan Depart-

ment of Natural Resource’s

_ (DNR) practice of killing

wolves to prevent preda~

tion on livestock doesn’t

reduce the risk of attacks

_ on livestock any more than
. non-lethal interventions,”
said Ari M. Cornman of the

LRBOI Natural Resources
Department. “Furthermore,
is unexpected evi-

- side-effect where

wolves on one property,

nelghbcrmg pmpﬁrm:s myf

the surrounding area faced
elevated risk

& research

Ao . .
‘Wwildlife Servmes to kill

wolves when they harm
livestock.

“Coexistence in mntedw
use landseape is challeng-
ing because some people
pereeive carnivores on the
landscape as dangerous and
because they sometimes
threaten human property.

_and safety,” said University

of Wisconsin Dr. Adrian
Treves, of the Carnivore
Coexistence Lab. "Govern-
ments may respond by kill-
ing camivores in an effort to

prevent. re}peated ezmﬂlm

ot thmais. ;

Sfﬁ W&L‘JES FAﬁe

Agray wc:tf at the Wﬂdhfe Sctem:e Center in Fmest ‘
Lake, Minn. Canservatiomsts in Wtsccmm pushed back

L Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2018, against a bill that would end

gement efforts and bar state police from
~ g wolf poaching, saying the measure will op
the door to indiscriminate wolf hunts and won't help '
get the animals off the federal endangered specsas list.

(Ctmrtesy Photalnawn Viileﬂa)
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But after anaiyzmg the effective«
ness of this strategy, the paper finds
that the number of wolves killed did

not predict the delay to recurrence of

livestock losses at any spatial scale.
Cornman, Dr. Treves and Universi-

ty of Wisconsin PhD student Francis-

co J. Santiago Avila analyzed the state

of Michigan's wolf control methods

sinee 1998, According to the research-

They recognize that meeting both
;gﬂa}sz has been challenging for millen-
nia when it comes to large carnivores,
such as gray wolves. Researchers
accentuate there has never been a
gold-standard experiment without
bias to test, if killing carnivores will
prevent future attacks on domestic
animals.

The paper argues for raising the

standards of science used for manag-

ing wildlife, endangered species and
protecting domestic and wild animals.

The research team evaluated state and
federal government interventions fol-

lowing 230 independent verified wolf

attacks on livestock in the Upper Pen-
insula of Michigan from 1998-2014.

Since 2003, the state contracted

federal agents to live-trap and ter-
minate wolves on or near livestock
farmsforup to several weﬁks after an
incident,

Unlike a farmer shﬁotmg a predator

whose jaws are clamped on a calf, fed-
eral trappers work far from the attack

site and often long after an attack has
occurred to capture and kill wolves.
According to the research team, a
properly science-based government

from’ 2(}&3 to 2914, the state some-

, mg’ farms in the same township.
The net beneﬁt Gf killing wolves
. waszero.

k

times also intervened with non-lethal

methods of various sorts. Therefore,

researchers investigated what they

call a “silver-standard experiment”

or case-control design to examine

the risk of future attacks on livestock
before and after the two treatiments

{lethal or non-lethal state mtervem

; ‘Hon).
ers, societies around the world place
- prioritvon presemng nature.

Researchers investigated Whe’ther
kﬂimg wolves reduced the risk of a
future attack on the original farmorin
its vicinity, based on previous research
suggesting | that, after lethal interven-
tion, remaining pack members may
scatter and cavise more ¢onflicts.

Researchers conducted analyses
at three spatial scales, from the one
square mile section around a verified
site of livestock loss up to the 320
square mile neighborhood of town-
ships around it. The use of three spa~
tial scales allowed them to measure
recurrence of wolf attacks beyond the
original sites of verified wolf attack

~, (spﬂbover effects).
Researchers detected spﬂi over:

effects that they characterize as fol-
lows: a small percentage of farms with
verified livestock losses did benefit
from state-run wolf»-kﬂlmg, by suf-

fering slightly fewer losses in the fol-
. lowing months; but this was entirely

compensated for by slighily elevated
losses at a smallnumber of neighbor-

Maanwhzle, a smaﬂ number of

saﬂsﬁeé livestock owners might cel-
_ebrate the success on their property,

fferamme iaasea ' If

, heu' nexghbﬁr

The research shows that kﬂhng
wolves is not a solution to the problem

of losing livestock. Experiments with
non-lethal methods in the very same

region showed — with gold-standard
evidence ~ that one can protect hve~
stock without killing wolves.
Experiments run by Dr. Tom Geh-
ring of Central Michigan Univer-
sity using livestock-guarding dogs
and using fladry, a visual deterrent

“designed around flags hanging from
fence-lines, proved effective during
the short grazing seasons inthe UP.of

Michigan. Other non-lethal methods
have shown promise as well, though

.they have not yet been tested with

gold-standard experiments with Great
Lakes wolves,

Study further anaiyzed past 'scien*
tific literature and found that there is
no strong scientific suppert for killing

wolves to protect livestock, at least

using prevalent government methods.

 The researchers conclude, based

on their review of past studies, their
findings and the new standards set
by their research, that “no study in
North America ha& yet proven with

_strong inference that killing wolves is
effectivei mprevennng futura hvestock 4

losses.”
The research tﬁam argues for rais-
ing the standards of science used

wild animals. Moreover, they point

ment policy on wﬂd animals.

!

might agree - .
amongthemeivesﬁmtﬂwhﬁmgwas i
helpful and more was needed.

; ,.'»Ufhlted wnth
~ childhood dlary

i-  Associated Press writer
,Karen Testa cantr:buted to

45 years Iater

From Smﬁ’ Reports

BLENDON TOWN-
SHIP (AP) — A Mich-

igan father and son

have returned a near-

ly 45-year-old diary to
-its original owner, who

was a teenager when she

. made entries in it {ium!g

the1970s.
Kodi Brandt found the
dxary earlier this month

_ inastorageareainoneof
the bedrooms of his fam-

ily’s farmhouse in Blen-

_don Township, WOOD-

TV reported . The book
had the words “One Year

_ Diary” on the cover. The
| lastentry was from 1974.

. Brandt and his father,

Dave Brandt, read the
 diary for details and
. researched online to
. loecate the diary’s owner.
 for managing wildlife, endangered |
species and protecting domestic and

 Dave Brandt said he

. wasn't sure they were

. going to find the owner.
the way to eventual gold-standard |
experiments that should test gavem«», ‘

But Kodi Brandt was

_ determined to track her
. d{)wn ~

“I keep all kinds of lit-
tle mementos from my
younger age. [ f}gured
she might like it, too,”
he said.

He and his father met

with Rae Green earlier
this month to return the

diaryto her. Greenwasia

years old when she began

writing in the book.
“I'remember this so

wividlynowthatitsinmy

hands,” Green said.

_ The Brandts were able
to track Green down
thanks to the mention of
her little brother Vic.

“How many Victors
and Raes come together

_on one voter registmtmn

card? It's got to be her,”
Dave Brandt said.
Green is unsure how

. the diary ended up in the

Brandts’ home since she
grew up in Ferndale on
the other side of the state.
Green is the founder
and president of Sanford
House Addiction and.
Treatment Centers in

_ Grand Rapids.




